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GLADIOLI 


Partial  View  of  one  of  the  Fields  in  Mid-season,  on  the  Rockland  Heights 
Bulb  Farms,  Hillsdale,  Michigan. 
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To  the  “Glad”’ 

ooo 

In  the  morning-  In-ight  and  clear, 

As  the  sun’s  rays  cast  a gleam; 

Across  the  verdured  valley 
To  the  cottage  l)y  the  stream. 

Here  the  song  bird  in  his  gladness 
Announces  the  morning  hours, 

A-wakening  from  our  slumbers 
To  behold  the  land  of  flowers. 

First  the  Tulip  comes  to  greet  you 
From  beneath  the  winter’s  coat. 

With  its  hues  and  many  colors 
With  rich  markings  in  its  throat 
Then  the  Peony,  the  Iris, 

And  the  Roses  come  so  soon, 

P>ut  oh,  what  joy  and  sidendor. 

When  the  Glads  are  all  in  bloom. 

First  it’s  War — and  then  it’s  Peace 
With  their  coats  of  red  and  white, 

Then  the  Salmon  Coat  of  Halley, 

And  a row  of  June  Delight. 

Also  Ela.ron  Hulot  with  his  Coat  of  Purple  Hue 
Cast  a smile  at  pretty  Flora — 

They  are  looking  straight  at  you. 

There  are  Pinks  with  pretty  markings 
And  some  that  are  so  clear. 

While  the  Prince  of  Wales  is  bowing 
To  Tip  Lady,  Alice  Dear. 

In  her  coat  of  pretty  orange. 

She  becomes  a,  stately  queen 
But  she’s  not  so  tall  as  Pendleton, 

The  finest  you  have  seen. 

Then  there’s  Panama  and  Foch, 

Mrs.  Bothin,  Symmes,  and  Chris, 

Buy  some  Glads  and  live  in  splendor. 

It’s  a life  of  perfect  bliss. 

By  Mrs.  Cary. 
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Our  Catalog  and  Price  List 


Fall  of  1923  — Spring  of  1924 

DESCRIBING  THE  GIANT  GLADIOLUS 

raise  and  oHei*  ter  sale  and  many  important  Hints  eover- 
in**'  tlie  eniture  ol'  these  most  heanlilul  flowers. 

CXDO 

In  Presenting  You 

with  this  liooklet  we  do  so  tluit  we  may  not  only  get  acquainted 
and  keel)  acquainted  l)ut  be  flowerdoving  friends,  dealing  at 
all  times  fairly  and  exchanging  experiences  with  the  culture 
of  the  Gladioli. 

We  do  not  put  all  our  efforts  forward  to  court  new  busi- 
ness ])nt  put  forth  every  effort  to  keep  friends  of  the  ])ast  a- 
well  and  assist  a flower-loving  iniblic  in  getting  the  best 
results  by  way  of  varieties  that  are  on  good  behavior,  not  only 
carrying  the  admirable  shades  and  tints,  but  as  well  having 
strong  tall  spikes,  and  those  kinds  that  bloom,  and  many  open 
at  one  time;  touching  on  when  and.  where  to  plant,  the  kind 
of  soils,  their  treatment,  cultivation,  how  to  cut  bloom,  when 
to  dig  bullfs,  how  to  store  them  for  winter,  and  how  to  germi 
nate  cormels,  so  called  bulblets,  and  such  other  advice  as  our 
experience  has  taught  us  concerning  the  world’s  most  beautiful 
aud  sought-for  flower  of  today. 

We  find  a fascination  iu  growing  these  flowers  of  unriv- 
aled beauty,  the  sword-like  foliage,  clothed  in  their  radiant 
tints,  of  wide  variety  of  shades  and  colors,  the  ease  of  culture, 
lasting  ([uality  when  cut — all  combine  to  make  the  Gladiolus 
the  master-piece  of  flowerdom. 

In  the  following  we  give  a ]uirtial  description  of  the  var- 
ious kinds  of  Gladiolus  Hulbs  of  merit,  their  pictures) lue 
appearance  with  princely  colorings  and  markings  of  design 
offered  by  us,  together  with  prices  per  each,  dozen,  and  one 
hundred  rate,  the  hundred  rate  always  being  six  times  tlio 
dozen  iirice. 
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LIST  OF  OUR  LEADING  GLADIOLI 

ANNA  EBERIUS— C 'oiiies  from  California  ; dark  velvety  pur- 
ple throat,  deeper  shade,  creates  a sensation  everywhere. 
Ladies  scream  when  they  behold  it.  Vary  large.  25c  each. 
$2.00  doz. 

ALICE  TIPLADY— A very  attractive  orange  saffron,  cleai*, 
l)old  waxen-like  bloom,  tliat  Autumn  shade.  Has  no  ecinal. 

Each  15c.  $1.50  doz. 

AMERICA — A beautiful  shell  pink,  an  old  standard  florist's 
jnidv,  healthy,  a sure  bloomer.  Each  4c.  40c  doz. 

BARON  J.  HULOT — Deep  purple  l)lue,  a sensational  shade, 
flower  medium  size,  fine  with  soft  yellows.  Each  10c. 
$1.00  doz. 

CHRIS — Very  dark  purple  maroon,  full  satin  dress,  very  large 
bloom.  Visitors  wild  over  this  in  onr  field.  Please  do 
not  fail  to  get  this.  Each  10c.  $1.00  doz. 

CONSPICUOUS — The  pansy  Glad.,  soft  blue,  dark  purple 
throat  with  yellow  blotch,  very  odd.  Each  8c.  75c  doz. 

CRACKERJACK — Dark  maroon ; silver  throat,  a good  old 
standard,  vigorous,  sure  to  bloom.  Each  4c.  40c  doz. 

CHICAGO  WHITE — An  excellent  early  satin  white,  fair  size, 
lavender  line  on  lower  petal.  Each  4c.  40c  doz. 

EVELYN  KIRTLAND — Rosy  pink,  satin  face,  darker  at  edges, 
shell  ]nnk  center,  a gi-and  flower,  none  more  l)eautiful. 

20c  each.  $1.50  doz. 

EARLY  SNOWFLAKE — An  orchid  white,  faint  mottled,  pinic 
throat  marking,  looks  like  a giant  lily,  bloom  6 inches, 
heighth  5 ft.  Blooms  early,  very  good  substance.  Each 
35c.  $2.50  doz. 

FRANK  J.  SYMMES — A coral  giant,  spike  5 to  6 ft.  high, 
bloom  spike,  often  has  lo  beautiful  ruffled  blooms  open  at 
one  time;  has  red  center.  Only  25c  each.  $2.00  doz. 
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FLORA— Deep  canary  yellow,  a eollosal  giant,  a stately  (pieen, 
straight  np,  on  good  behavior,  does  not  burn.  Never  a 
lady  passed  this  without  wildest  ex(dainations.  Not  e\’en 
Golden  Pleasure  drev:  the  attention  as  did  Flora.  Nik‘ 
eed.  Each  2Cc.  $2.00  doz. 

GOLDEN  MEASURE — Lord  of  the  yellows,  deep  and  clear, 
\ ery  large,  full  command.  Each  75c.  Dozen,  $7.00. 

GOLDEN  KING — A most  interesting,  tall  yellow,  waxendike, 
crimson  splash  in  throat.  Wide  open  bloom.  Each  8c. 
9Cc  doz. 

GLORY  OF  HOLLAND — Very  fine  old  standard  white.  Each 
8c.  75c  doz. 

GEORGE  PAUL — Beautiful  wine  red  eerice  cast,  bell  shaped 
bloom,  early  bloomer,  fine  cut  flower  variety.  Only  8c 
each.  75c  doz. 

GRETCHEN  ZANG — An  early  pink,  with  deeper  markings 
on  lower  petals.  10c  each.  $1.00  doz. 

HALLEY — One  of  the  world’s  greatest  salmon  pinks.  Our 
first  wholesale  order  this  season  called  for  75,000,  a flor- 
ist’s favorite,  bloom  1 inches,  pure  salmon  with  cream 
splash  in  throat  with  crimson  lines.  Only  5c  each.  50c 
doz.  $3.00  hundred. 

HERADA— 1 hire  mauve  (dark  lavender  cast)  markings  in 
throat.  20c  each.  $2.00  doz. 

INDEPENDENCE — A tall  coral  ])ink,  darker  throat,  very  fine 
under  artificial  light.  Each  4c.  40c  doz.  $2.50  per  hundred. 

JUNE  DELIGHT— (Kunderd,  an  extra  early  bright  scarlet, 
good  size,  dark  veBmt  marking  in  throat,  a darling  red. 

Now  only  10c  each.  $1.00  doz. 

LE  MARECHAL  FOCH — An  extra  early  bright  pink,  bloom  b 
inches,  stout  spike,  largest  Gladiolus  in  the  world,  on  top 
of  the  throne.  12c  each.  $1.25  doz. 
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L.  IMMACULEE  "WHITE — The  tallest  white,  pure,  eurhv 
petals,  mighty  liandsome,  first  to  bloom,  many  o[)en, 
strong  substance.  Each  ICc.  $1.C0  doz. 

MRS.  DOCTOR  NORTON — A ([iieen  in  her  class,  ai)ple  blos- 
som pink,  slndl  tint  on  outer  edge,  cream  and  canary  on 
lower  petals  with  dainty  throat  markings.  Each  25c.  $2.09 
doz. 

MRS.  FRANK  PENDLETON — lust  the  sweetest  glad  in  ail 
the  whole  world,  tall  straight  spike,  hardy  grower,  blooms 
fi*eely,  many  oj^en.  IHooms  are  a combination  of  the  apple 
blossom  and  the  rose,  cr-imson  ])lotch  in  throat  blending  to 
flesh  tint.  91  any  awards  at  flower  shows,  buy  freely  of 
this.  Each  10c.  $1.00  doz. 

MYRTLE — The  arlnitus,  very  dainty  tints,  fascinating,  hard 
to  resist,  splashed  with,  red  and  rose  tints,  medium  size. 
Each  10c.  $1.00  doz. 

MRS.  WATT — A dazzling  (pieen  of  rare  beauty,  a brilliard 
combination  of  wine  color  tinted  with  American  rose  cast, 
very  clear,  opens  fine.  Only  8c  each.  $.75  doz. 

MRS.  FRANCIS  KING — Giant  orange  scarlet,  many  blooms 
o]mn  at  one  time,  hardy  and  a sure  bloomer,  a fine  cut 
flower  variety,  often  -I  to  o feet  tall,  blooms  5 inches. 
Only  5c  each.  40c  doz. 

NIAGARA — Of  all  the  different  kinds  of  yellows  named  this 
seems  to  be  in  a class  her  own,  a beautiful  soft  cream  with 
some  rose  tints  artistically  arranged  with  its  curled  edges 
makes  her  a sort  of  transparent  beauty,  without  doubt  tlu‘ 
sweetest  of  the  color.  Each  10c.  $1.00  doz. 

PANAhlA — An  old  standard  Gladiolus  of  much  merit,  a shed 
]nnk  rose  tint,  very  large  l)loom,  5 inches,  tall  spike.  Each 
6c.  60c  doz. 

PEACE — One  of  the  largest  wliites  in  existence,  with  rose 
throat  markings,  mingled  Avith  faint  lilac.  Each  8c.  75c 

doz. 
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PRINCE  OF  WALES — The  Snnset  King',  ladic's  ('onld  not  leave 
this  in  onr  field,  a striking  salmon  orange,  a real  tal)l(‘ 
decorator.  Each  15c.  $1.25  doz. 

PRINCEPS-A  fine  s('arlet  orange  of  immense  size,  ycdlow 
thi'oat.  Each  8c.  75c  doz. 

PINK  BEAUTY — Lilac  rose  shade,  scarlet  throat  marking, 
exceeding  early,  medium  size.  Each  5c.  Dozen,  50c. 
Hundred  $3.00. 

PRIDE  OF  GOSHEN — A giant  Kunderd’s  glory  of  a salmon 
flesh  ]nnk,  large  bloom,  waved  ])etals.  Each  lOc.  $1.00 
doz. 

SCHWABEN— Thi  s is  a great  big  sulphur  yellow  from  Ger- 
many, blending  into  cream  with  carmine  throat  marking, 
a wonderfid  flower.  Only  10c  each.  $1.00  doz. 

VELVET  KING— A wonderful  light  velvety  red  with  dai’ker 
throat  marking.  Each  6c.  50c  doz. 

WAR — The  last  ste])  in  a clear  giant  scarlet,  4 to  5 feet  tall, 
blooms  T to  o inches,  straight  spike.  Each  10c.  $1.00 

doz. 

WHITE  GIANT — After  seeing  all  the  different  whites  we  had 
to  conclude  it  was  the  finest  of  all.  It  fully  resembles  the 
Easter  lily,  6 inches  across,  pure.  Each  20c.  $2.00  doz. 


YELLOW  HAMMER — AYith  exception  of  Schwabeu  and  Flora, 
Yellow  Hammer  is  the  finest  every  day  yelloAv.  Good  size. 

Each  8c.  75c  doz. 
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OUR  BARGAIN  PAGE 


Next  Our  Hollywood  Special  Mixture 

Not  grown  as  a mixture  but  one  of  each  good  kinds 
selected  from  already  described  stock  by  us,  25  in  number,  pre- 
paid to  you.  All  different  colors,  good  kinds,  very  popular. 

All  for  $1.00. 

CXDO 

Special  Bargains  in  Color  Combination 

For  the  especial  benefit  of  those  who  already  have  some 
Gladioli  ])ut  not  ha'\dng  the  colors  most  desired,  we  offer  Color 
l^argains  as  below  in  cond)inatious — No.  A — No.  B — No.  C, 
etc.  Please  in  ordering  these  order  coni])inations,  just  say : 
‘SSend  me  order  No.  A or  No.  C,  etc.,”  and  then  no  mistakes 
can  occur.  All  will  come  named,  each  kind  in  separate  pack- 
age. 

BARGAIN  OFFER  NO.  A— 25  bulbs  made  up  of  all  Giant 
Reds.  Wine  shades,  scarlet,  oranges,  and  cerice.  $2.50 
value.  Only  $1.50  prepaid. 

BARGAIN  OFFER  NO.  B — 25  bulbs  made  up  of  all  whites, 
finest  kinds,  each  named  in  separate  package.  $2.5  ) 
value.  Only  $1.50  prepaid. 

BARGAIN  OFFER  NO.  C— 25  bulbs  made  up  by  us  of  all  yel- 
lows and  creams  including  some  of  late  giant  kinds.  Vabu' 
$4.00.  Now  $2.00  prepaid. 

BARGAIN  OFFER  NO.  D— 25  bulbs  of  finest  pinks  of  shell, 
flesh,  lavendar,  and  salmon  tints.  Value  $2.00.  Now 
$1.00  prepaid. 

BARGAIN  OFFER  NO.  E — 25  bulbs  of  orange,  salmon,  sunset, 
scarlet  shades.  This  is  mighty  choice.  Value  $1.50. 
Now  only  $2.50. 

ROCKLAND  HEIGHTS  PREMIUM  COLLECTION  NO.  F- 

5 choice  reds,  wines,  scarlets  aiid  cerice;  5 choice  whites; 
5 choice  yellows,  creams;  5 choice  pinks,  shell,  flesh,  sal- 
mon; 5 choice  orange,  salmon,  sunset,  scarlet,  orange, 
value  $1.00.  Now  only  $2.50  prepaid. 

ooo 

Thank  you.  This  ('oucludes  our  offerings  for  Fall  of  1023 
and  S])ring  of  1021 — more  neAV  ones  next  season. 
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CULTURE  OF  THE  GLADIOLUS 

The  eiilture  of  the  Gladiolus  is  so  simple  as  to  render  it 
the  most  satisfaetory  of  garden  flowers,  thriving  and  bloom 
ing  freely  with  the  least  care  or  attention,  and  making  a dis- 
l)lay  which  for  beauty  of  bloom  and  brilliancy  of  colorings  and 
shades  is  nneijualled  by  any  other  flower,  and  also  remains 
fresh  the  longest  period  when  cut. 

Do  Not  Plant  in  shade  of  trees  or  buildings  and  do  not 
allow  fresh  manure  to  come  in  contact  witli  bulbs,  but  first 
work  well  rotted  manure  into  the  soil,  then  when  danger  of 
I frost  is  past  plant  where  exposed  to  the  sun  the  whole  day 
long,  in  rows  3 to  6 indies  apart,  3 to  4 inches  deep.  In  the 
row  leave  plenty  room  to  woidc.  AMhen  the  plants  are  6 inches 
to  one  foot  tall  sprinkle  freely  o_n  top  of  soil  commercial 
hydrated  lime.  In  all  onr  experiences  it  has  |iroven  a Avinner, 
holding  the  moisture,  giving  rich  coloring  to  both  foliage  and 
bloom.  The  most  essential  thing  then  is  frecpient  shalloAV  cnl- 
livation  and  more  cultivation. 

ooo 

To  Cut  Bloom 

When  cutting  bloom  so  not  to  destroy  the  bulb  at  least 
leave  four  lea^ms  on  spike  and  better  5 or  6 . This  Avill  allow 
thi(^  bulb  to  mature  properly. 

ooo 

When  To  Dig  Bulbs 

Any  time  after  frost  or  at  longest  not  later  than  October, 
lift  them  u])  Avith  a ])otato  fork  carefully,  cut  off  tops  three- 
fourths  inch  above  bull)s ; leaAm  them  in  a shalloAV  tray  to  dry 
in  open  air  preferably.  Do  not  alloAv  them  to  freeze.  Store 
them  in  a root  cellar  in  shalloAv  trays  as  near  40  degrees  as 
possible.  Keep  aAvay  from  furnace  rooms  as  they  are  too 
Avarm  and  dry. 

ooo 

About  Cormels  or  So  Called  Bulblets 

For  the  lAenefit  of  those  Avho  Avould  like  more  floAvers  at 
a loAver  cost  and  Avilling  to  groAv  them  Ave  giAn  details  on  fol- 
loAving  page  of  “IIoav  to  Germinate  and  GroAV  Bulblets.” 


a ..  ...  ^ 


ROCKLAND  HEIGHTS  BULB  FARMS 


HILLSDALE,  MICHIGAN 


0: 


To  Germinate  Bulblets 

The  l)iill)lets  or  connehs  that  produce  l)ull)s  grow  at  the 
l)ase  of  the  large  bull)  and  always  come  true  to  parent  bulb. 
These  are  small  ami  to  germinate  them  two  weeks  before 
planting  time,  place  them  in  a glass  can^  pour  lukewarm  water 
over  them  (l)e  sure  it  is  not  too  warm).  Allow  them  to  stand 
in  water  24  hours;  pour  off,  leaving  them  damp.  Allow  them 
to  stand  in  diffused  light,  shaking  them  gently  each  day  until 
sprouts  appear  one-fourth  inch  long.  Plant  them  in  roAvs  so 
bulblets  are  about  one  inch  apart.  Cover  about  two  inches 
deep  Avith  sandy  loam  that  Avill  not  bake.  Not  many  l)loom 
first  year.  Take  u])  in  fall  same  as  bulbs. 

ooo 


About  Watering  the  Gladiolus 

AYARNING — Do  not  try  to  cultivate  the  Gladiolus  l)y 
setting  your  Avater  liose  to  Avork  Avhile  you  read  some  faA'orite 
book,  for  in  so  doing  yon  destroy  the  real  value  of  the  spike 
and  bloom.  While  the  Gladiolus  needs  some  good  moistur'^ 
they  must  not  be  Avater  logged,  Avhicli  rusts  the  spike  and 
Aveakens  the  l)looni.  Let  the  Avater  once  in  Avhile  run  sloAvly 
over  the  ground,  kee])ing  tops  di\v,  then  cultivate  often  there- 
at ter.  Your  Avater  su])ply  must  be  modei*ate. 

OCXD 


AVhat  AVe  Call  a Bulb 

Anything  from  one  inch  to  2 1-2  inches  in  diameter.  The 
one  inch  youthful  bulb  Avill  ])roduce  largest  ami  finest  of 
bloom.  lIoAveAwr  our  stock  Aoiries  from  one  inch  u]). 


ooo 


We  Have  No  Diseased  Bulbs 

All  clean,  bright  stock  and  as  true  to  name  as  linman 
hands  can  render.  We  assume  no  responsibility  beyond 
i*efunding  the  purchase  price  in  case  of  being  untrue.  We  make 
very  feAV  mistakes. 
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In  Conclusion 

ooo 

Having  read  llie  deseript ions  of  the  various  Ivinds  of 
Gladiolus  we  grow  and  offer  for  sale,  in  each — dozen — and 
various  eondyination  collections  as  described — in  collections 
A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  etc.,  mail  the  same  to  us,  together  with  your 
remittanee,  either  check,  money  order,  or  draft.  Stamps  not 
aceepted  only  on  small  orders  of  25e  or  less. 

Then  u}yon  receipt  of  yonr  order  we  enter  the  same  on  our 
order  l)Ook,  and  you  will  in  your  regular  turn  receive  by  parcel 
post  prepaid  your  bulbs  neatly  packed  which  in  many  cas(‘s 
is  within  same  day  received. 


ooo 


Thank  You 

“They  ai'(^  liood  Bulbs  if  tboy  conio  from 

The  Rockland  Heights  Bulb  Farms 
Hillsdale,  Mich. 


Gladiolus  Beautiful 


THE  CROWNING  SPLENDOR  OF  THE  FLORAL  WORLD 


Peace  and  Independence  — A Happy  Pair 

MR.  AND  MRS.  ERWIN  D.  CARY.  Gladiolus  Specialists 

Wholesale  Rockland  Heights  Bulb  Farms.  Retail 

Hillsdale,  MicKigarv 
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